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Reader, you and I don’t decide to be saved. Salvation is not obtained through a 
decision like those ignorant of the Gospel propose. Rather, in the covenant of God’s 
grace, God teaches us that it is the Judge who makes this decision of salvation, not 
those who stand before Him guilty on all counts [Act 17:31, John 5:22, Romans 
9:15-16]. My friend, guilty sinners have no power to make any decision. All we can 
do is confess our guilt “Guilty as charged.’ You see my dear reader, the Judge is the 
One who makes the decision regarding our case. And for the guilty, for those who 
know the Judge with whom we have to do, that is of great comfort. And why is that? 
Well because God decided, before Adam fell in the garden, before we were ever 
outwardly guilty of sin, to send His Son Jesus Christ into the world to save sinners [1 
Timothy 1:15]. And this is what the Judge, the One with whom we have to do has 
already decided— “That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life” (John 3:15). And now by God’s grace, with reverent fear, not 
presumption, but with God given faith we confess ‘Lord if thou wilt, if you decide, 
you can save me!’ You see, God’s people don’t make a decision to be saved, rather 
they make a confession: ‘God be merciful to me a sinner!’ And beloved, we rejoice to 
hear His decision to such an evil sinner like you, and such an evil sinner like me: ‘I 
will, be thou saved.’ [Matthew 8:2-3, Luke 18:13] AMEN! — JDM 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Gayle Luman, May 12th 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 


BY HIM WE Do BELIEVE 


“Who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and 
gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God” 


(1 Peter 1:21) 


A LL false religion is under the delusion that salvation is granted through 
something man does; nothing could be further from the truth! 


I trust you will notice these two blessed words in Ist Peter chapter 1 verse 21 
“by Him”. To my professing brother and sister, I trust those two words testify 
to your experience in Christ, that “by Him”’, by the Lord Jesus Christ, you find 
yourself believing God. 


God’s people are not born of blood (a believer is not made a believer because 
his parents are Christian, as is the case with the Islamists and Roman 
Catholics). God’s people are not born of the will of the flesh (one does not 
become a believer because one exercises his or her own will to make a 
decision). God’s people are not born of the will of man (one does not become a 
believer because a group of people got together to pray). If you find yourself 
believing God, it is by God’s redeeming, regenerating power in Christ. 
Beloved, the eternal gospel declares that His people “were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13). 


Our Lord declared “thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should 
give eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him” (John 17:2). The power 
our Lord has over all flesh is the life giving power, through which He gives life 
to His people, whereby He grants them eternal life, making them willing and 
able to truly believe God (The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit). 

Beloved, “by Him [by His power you] do believe in God, that raised Him up 
from the dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God” 
(1 Peter 1:21). 

If you find yourself believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, it is by Him you 
believe God. Just as Lazarus was made to come out of the tomb by the Lord 
Jesus Christ, your coming forth from the tomb of your unbelief was “by Him” 
beloved. AMEN!—JDM 


~ 


“Beloved, rejoice in GOD’s gracious and merciful will that chose to 
save you; the only decision that counts is HIS. — ‘Multitudes, 
multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in 
the valley of decision’ (Joel 3:15)” 


GRACE ARTICLES 


Come! 


“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28) 


T HE Gospel is not an offer from God. He does not offer His mercy and 
grace so that it is up to your acceptance or rejection of what is offered 
as to whether or not you will have it. He does not offer anyone the 
forgiveness of sins. He does not offer salvation, and then wait and see if we 
accept His offer. If any aspect of salvation is an offer, that means the 
determining factor of salvation lies in man’s decision to accept or reject the 
offer. That is salvation by works in grace clothing. The Gospel is a gracious 
command. When He says, “Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden” (Matthew 11:28), that is an imperative. “If any man thirst, let him 
come unto Me, and drink” (John 7:37), that is an imperative. When we read, 
“whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17), 
that is a gracious command. I need not wonder if I am offered salvation or 
invited to believe. Being weary and heavy laden, | am commanded to come 
to Him for rest. Thirsting, | am commanded to come to Him and drink. 
Having nothing to pay, I am commanded to take the water of life freely. God 
does not offer. He commands. And the ability to obey the command comes 
with the commandment. When He commanded the man with the withered 
hand to stretch forth his hand, the man stretched forth his withered hand. 
When He says to a man....believe.....he believes! [AMEN!] — Todd Nibert 


He Is Able To Save! 
“He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him...” 
(Hebrews 7:25) 


thoroughly detest that form of preaching which presents God in the 

Trinity of His Persons as being willing to save but unable to effect 
that which He wills. It is commonly heard in statements that begin with, 
“God wants to...” or “God has done all that He can do; now the rest is 
up to you.” Any such statement that puts [into question] the power and 
ability of God to accomplish His will in salvation (or anything else) is 
dishonoring to God, contrary to the Scriptures and of no comfort to poor, 
needy sinners. It must be regarded as “another gospel!” The message of 
the gospel that honors God is true to [the] Scriptures and brings joy and 
hope to a sinner; the soul cheering truth that ‘He is able to 
save!’ (Hebrews 7:25). [AMEN!] — Charlie Pennington 


